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The Evolution of the Concept of Musical Literacy in the
Music Curriculum and Its Implications
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Abstract  This study examined the development of the Korean national music curriculum from the perspective
of musical literacy to identify changes in its meaning and emphasis and to draw educational implications. The concept
of musical literacy was reviewed and conceptualized into three layers: technical literacy, musical meaning-making
literacy, and socio-cultural contextual literacy. National music curricula across curriculum periods were then analyzed
through this framework. The analysis showed that, across successive curriculum revisions, musical literacy has
gradually expanded and been reconfigured from technical literacy, centered on music notation and score reading,
to musical meaning-making literacy, emphasizing the understanding and interpretation of musical structure, and further
to socio-cultural contextual literacy, encompassing social participation, cultural understanding, and communication in
digital environments. These changes were interpreted as related to the social and educational contexts of each curriculum
period. This study proposes a multilayered conception of musical literacy in which the three layers operate complementarily
and suggests that they should be organically interconnected in future music curriculum design, articulation across school
levels, and classroom instruction and assessment.
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contextual literacy
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<Table 1> Characteristics and analytic focuses of the levels of musical literacy

Layer Main focus Key descriptors

Technical handling skills centered | Staff notation decoding, music notation, basic
Technical literacy | on music notation reading and | music theory knowledge, reproducible and

writing assessable skills
Musical Interpretation of musical meaning | Understanding and interpreting musical elements
meaning-making | based on structure, expression, and | and forms, audiation, construction of meaning in
literacy audiation listening and creative activities
Understanding of sociocultural Community and cultural contexts, digital and

Socio-cultural

. contexts, participation, and critical | online participation, critical literacy, reflection on
contextual literacy

reflection identity and power relations

3R, 7147 PR 519} 7|BE FHO SH 4B onlo] Fafio] sigict
HESE 78 AAS ST e 58S S48 s, 8o} gaed]
7] QIg £74 7]Ure AR R S U HY, 29 /)% of3), 7]% o] 2]
&5 5ol oj7]o] mpec

EA, Sol ool 7 BHE 821 000} TAE A3k ol e ot
ofnlg SIS PSR 5ee ol of=
- 0 T S0 B0 SIS 2o SuSHe 3l 2% S5 o 29
oA B Soke sEA o Ausks 2417} okl ot ojulg sHeli 7
st ZA ojshEc.

A, A4S S5 SRS G121 - B o3 e ] ol
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ofmlet A7} S ATAE0] & Ao ofshe 4 ek oled rHt S| WA
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s2o] 7140l S949l 725 EAISE ol
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<Table 2> Changes in the levels of musical literacy across periods of the national music curriculum

Dominant layer of

Period . . Main characteristics
musical literacy
Basic skills in music notation reading and writing
Initial period are emphasized, with notated scores positioned as the

(Ist to 3rd curriculum)

Technical literacy

core text, while musical meaning-making and
socio-cultural contexts remain only at a partial level.

Transitional and
systematization period
(4th to 6th curriculum)

Technical & Musical
meaning-making literacy

Classroom music-making is strengthened and a
separate ‘understanding’ area is introduced, expanding
the connection between structural understanding
through musical elements and activities of performance
and listening.

Pluralization and
contextual expansion
period

(7th to the 2009 revision)

Musical
meaning-making &
Socio-cultural contextual
literacy

A wider range of notation systems and media are
used, greater emphasis is placed on interpretation,
critique, and justification, and multicultural,

everyday-life, and community contexts are expanded.

Competency-based and
future-oriented period

(2015 revision, 2022

revision)

Socio-cultural contextual
literacy

The curriculum is restructured around competencies,
with an emphasis on digital environments and
community participation, bringing socio-cultural
musical practices to the fore on the basis of technical
and meaning-making levels of musical literacy.
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[Figure 2] Evolution of the concept of musical literacy across curriculum periods
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